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Stratford Minor Baseball Association
Meeting Date: Feb 21, 2017
Present: Dave Graff, Jeff Keller, Bernie Schultz, Bruce Grasby, Steve Vaters, Anne Vaters, Allan Wilker, Barry Grasby, Mike Reid, Aly Godina, Mud Grasby, Laurie Uniac, Heike Reiche, Joe McArthur, Dave Gould, Pete Buckley, Aaron Schaff, Ben Eghoetz, Kyle Priestap, Emily Priestap, Tom Valke, Cathy Graver
Absent: John McIntosh, Brian Grasby
1. Call to Order (Dave Graff)
· Bill Mateich from Hillers Presentation
· Unable to attend
2. Declaration of conflict of interest (Dave Graff)
· none
3. Approval of Minutes – Dave Graff
· Motion: To approve the minutes from meeting dated Jan 17, 2017
· 1st   Mike Reid
· 2nd Dave Gould
4. Business Arising from Minutes – Dave Graff
· Blastball fee should remain as $30 (Blastball cost was not to increase; Jeff required to update the forms, as there were incorrect and showed $35) -Done
· Player from Clinton (WOBA) – parents work here in Stratford and want WOBA to provide release and WOBA do not want to (Tom to provide name to Jeff Keller/Dave Graff) – No release given
5. Committee Reports:
5.1
Executive/Governance committee – President Dave Graff
· N/A
5.2
Finance Committee (Jeff Keller)
· Motion:  To approve financial report as presented by the Treasurer – Bernie Schultz, dated January 15, 2017
· 1st Barry Grasby
· 2nd Bruce Grasby
· Jeff reviewed recommendations provided by Steve for park/diamond updates; Jeff prioritized what he felt we should spend money on
· Jeff asked that everyone provide priority to him before next meeting
· Jeff and Dave will be working on new contract with the City; our lease expires on Dec 31, 2017
· Looking at having the hydro covered going forward
· Recommendation to have a box put in at Optimist
· There was a box previously, but was removed by the City, due to safety issues
5.3
Fundraising Committee (Laurie Uniac)

· Spaghetti Dinner (Apr 18 or 25th) – Barry
· Full hall $350 or half for $200 (175 people); kitchen is $100

· Jay Ford willing to cook the sauce and the noodles; as well as salad and bread

· We can sell our own pop and water

· Alcohol must be purchased from bar

· $10 per ticket, no family deal

· asking each team to sell 50 tickets per team - mandatory
· expecting $3500-$4000 to SMBA

· requesting April 25th, with full hall and kitchen
· possible silent auction to be held as well

· Hitman tourney

· Laurie received a request from a player to get married on diamond during tournament
· Would make a donation to SMBA

· This player will be bringing 4 teams (2 ladies, 2 men)

· Will drink from our bar

· Will be after lunch on Saturday for one game time (1 hour)

· Reminder that all teams must go through the Fundraising Committee prior to holding a fund-raising event
· If not will not permitted to run it

5.4 
Sponsorship Committee (Jeff Keller)
· Going really well
· Budgeted just under $10K; at $7900

· A lot of invoices sent out

· Need a couple more travel sponsors (need 2 more for sure; Junior and Junior rookie)

5.5
Releases Committee: (Dave Graff)
· N/A
5.6
Umpire/Rules Committee: (Barry Grasby)
· Clinic booked – April 1 at Northwestern
· on the OBA website

· pay at clinic

· $35 includes $5 for lunch for level 1

· those registered, emails should be going to Dave
i. Dave to contact Enza
5.7
Tournament Committee: (Dave Graff)
· Minor Mosquito – 11 registered, only 1 more open
· Rookie – no one registered yet

· Midget – only 2 Stratford team so far

i. Looking for 6

· Bantam have 7 teams – max. is 8 teams each

i. St Mary’s diamonds booked
5.8
League Committee/Sports Council:  ICBA/OBA Rep (Cathy Graver) 
· ICBA:

i. Tom
ii. Rule changes

iii. Trainer rule; trainer not allowed on bench and but allowed on roster; 
1. One team has a trainer, then the trainer can go on

2. If both teams don’t have a trainer, then no game

3. Can be a carded coach/trainer, but not on if just a trainer

iv. Select coaches, must do on line module

v. Need by March 8 – start times; standardized game time; Midget big issue starting at 600pm

1. Trust our scheduler for other divisions

2. For Simcoe/Midget cannot play at earlier time

vi. At least one level 2 umpire for Rookie games

1. Not voting in favour

vii. All midget games 7 innings

viii. Intercounty playoffs with odd teams, that the last 2 play best of 3
1. In favour

ix. Motion to eliminate running for the catching rule

1. In favour

x. Are we in favour of intercounty all-star games; this year a midget and bantam fall tournament; game on Saturday, coaches select players, get shirt, have an anthem, 1 day affair
1. In favour 

xi. 100 year intercounty coming up; virtual hall of fame thoughts; announcement at awards banquet; 

1. in favour

xii. next year 2018 divide AGM and awards banquet- recommended

xiii. OBA rules passed

1. Wearing the mask in bull pen – 1 warning to team, 2nd violation catcher gets ejected
2. Pitch counter; failure to notify at the maximum pitch will mean not a forfeit; at violation after that pitcher comes out and coach ejected

3. All rookie ball 7 innings; 5 official game; 7 run max per inning; or if it can’t be won or tied 

4. Jewelry, piercing, religious – where whatever they want; approved by risk management

xiv. Rules voting on:

1. Failure to provide a tournament host with roster number $200 fine

2. Underage players, must be id’d on lineup card and the pitcher his pitch count restrictions based on their age
3. Coaches meeting for schedule in Brantford April 26th
4. Nov 9 AGM

5. Pitch count have to be reported with the scores – player number and number of pitches

6. Was dressing room door fixed yet; no Barry confirmed will be done before season start
xv. Minor Bantam B provincial OBA on Labour Day weekend

· Sports Council:

i. City User Fee
1. Recommendations for spending
a. Not discussed at meeting as indicated on Agenda

ii. Banquet April 22nd 

iii. Nominations– waiting for 1 more to be submitted (Bronson Higgs)

5.9
Facilities/Equipment Committee: (Steve Vaters)
· Stadium Booth – Steve
i. Inquired if Sue Smith would like to continue to run

1. Mud confirmed yes

· Update on request for cart for tractor at SERC – Steve; approved by Jeff
i. Therefore, no shed for SERC softball on budget expenditures

· HL hats are ordered; better quality

· (Steve) Dry fit tops – 19 different colours; need to order 6 weeks in advance
5.10
Coaches Committee: (Dave Graff)
· Email sent out to get the jerseys and sizing done
· Clinics; emails sent out regarding dates; still not posted online
· Chq being sent to OBA

· You cannot register at the door
· Also, ones in Kitchener this weekend for ones not offered in Stratford

· Recommendation (Mud) to cut off assistant coaches at only the level that they need; start next year

· This is the last year for subsidizing, so should try and get as many as they want to take (cheaper rate)
5.11 
Registration Committee: (Heike Reiche)
· Sponsorship of a registration fee – Jeff 
· Hillers want to do this

· Should be those that need it (Jump Start), not a draw for random person

· Steve found way to download the reports so doesn’t need to be manually entered

· Rep registration at 65; coaches need to ensure that they are registered

· Possibly issue with paying by cheques

· Can’t by pass the field; takes you to PayPal
· 111 registered

· upcoming registration is March 8 and 22 at Rotary

· Flyers her tonight to hand out to all the schools

· Catholic schools not responding to requests
6. Other/New Business – Dave Graff
· Need jerseys ordered by end of February 
i. Dave talked to Dunny

1. addressed at Feb 7 coaches meeting

· potential for 3 select teams
i. financially – 2003, 2005, 2006 birth year teams

ii. $250 select fee (vs $325) plus house league fee $135
iii. they must play house league (13 games)
iv. plus 6 home games and 2 tournaments

v. will be provided with a shirt, house league hat, umpires and diamond time

vi. they will have to pay for own grey pants (similar to our rep)

vii. minimum 11 players per team

viii. diamond time – minor peewee would play at SERC (2002) (Monday or Thursday)

ix. Sunday night minor bantam (2003) 

x. Dufferin Monday night (2006)

xi. These select coaches, will have to attend these meetings

xii. Considering not having the year end house league year end tournament
1. Similar to what was done for HL Peewee

· Recommendation to move Saturday HL on Saturday at Optimist

· Motion: (Heike) Select team to pay $135 plus $250 for 6 home games and 2 tournaments, shirts to be supplied, wear HL hats; the tournaments cannot interfere with the house league games, umpires and diamonds included; 2nd by Jeff
i. Those in favour -  majority; motion carried
· Cathy – re-iterate that Kevin Larson has offered to cover cost to pay for remaining seats at Stadium, with recognition (banner?)
i. Jeff/Dave/Barry going to meet with Kevin to discuss further
7. Adjournment
· Motion: To adjourn
· 1st    Mud Grasby
· 2nd    Allan Wilker
8. Next Meeting:
· March 21st at Queens at 630

